
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
  
Injustice  is  inevitable;  responding  like  Jesus  is  up  to  you.    
  
  
  
Share  about  a  time  when  you  remember  being  treated  unfairly.  How  did  you  respond?  
  
Recall  the  story  of  Joseph  found  in  Genesis  39.  What  perspective  does  the  story  of  
Joseph  give  you  about  enduring  hardship  or  injustice?    
The  story  of  Joseph  is  that  of  a  servant  who  was  accused  and  sent  to  prison.    Take  the  
time  to  recap,  if  necessary,  Joseph’s  plight  from  being  sold  by  his  brothers  to  being  
wrongfully  imprisoned.    Scripture  tells  of  a  Joseph  who  did  not  become  bitter,  but  
instead  remained  faithful.  
  
How  does  your  upbringing  affect  your  views  about  injustice?  How  do  these  views  impact  
the  way  you  see  others  treated  unjustly  around  you?  
Take  some  time  to  dive  into  your  group’s  view  of  life  and  justice.    Each  one  of  us  was  
raised  in  a  way  that  informs  us  by  our  circumstances.    This  upbringing  helps  to  shape  
how  we  see  ourselves,  injustice  and  fairness.  A  wealthy  child  that  gets  everything  he  
asks  for  will  see  things  in  a  different  way  than  a  poor  child  watching  his  mom  struggle  to  
put  food  on  the  table.    
  
  
  
Read  Matthew  20:1-‐16.  How  does  our  American  perspective  differ  from  this  teaching  of  
Jesus?    
The  American  culture  has  been  known  to  teach  the  “be  first”  mentality  and  even  to  step  
on  others  to  get  to  the  top.    This  is  counter  to  Jesus’  teaching  that  the  first  will  be  last.    
This  difference  may  impact  our  view  of  justice.      
  
If  you  had  worked  all  day,  how  would  you  view  the  worker  that  had  only  worked  for  an  
hour  yet  received  the  same  pay?  What  if  the  roles  had  been  reversed?  How  does  this  
impact  your  view  of  fairness?  
  
Read  1  Peter  2:18-‐20.  Is  there  something  that  surprises  you  in  this  passage?  How  does  
your  reaction  toward  injustice  change  after  reading  this?  
Peter  is  making  it  clear  that  being  treated  unjustly  should  be  expected.    How  one  
responds  to  that  injustice  is  what  reflects  Jesus’  nature.    Peter  is  compelling  the  readers  
to  break  the  cycle  of  injustice  by  receiving  it  with  grace.  
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Have  you  ever  felt  pleased  when  others  received  unfair  treatment?  Why  are  we  more  
often  upset  about  the  small  injustices  done  to  us  rather  than  racial,  social  and  economic  
injustices  done  to  others?  
This  is  a  probing  question  that  can  help  group  members  to  identify  their  own  prejudice.    
It  can  also  open  up  a  discussion  about  how  our  own  selfish  concerns  hinder  our  ability  to  
address  national  or  even  global  justice  issues.  
  
  
  
  
What  areas  of  your  life  do  you  see  injustice  on  a  regular  basis?  How  do  we  bring  justice  
without  seeking  revenge?  
It  is  natural  to  seek  retaliation  for  an  injustice.    We  can  see  that  God  calls  us  to  a  
different  standard.    Try  to  get  your  group  to  come  up  with  practical  ways  to  avoid  our  
natural  reaction.  
  
Read  Romans  12:17-‐21.    Is  there  an  injustice  that  you  have  suffered  that  you  need  to  
forgive  so  that  it  doesn’t  lead  to  bitterness?  
  
As  we’ve  learned,  God  will  ultimately  avenge  all  injustices.  However,  if  responding  like  
Jesus  is  up  to  us,  how  do  verses  20  and  21  teach  us  to  respond?  
Discuss  how  responding  to  injustice  with  peace  and  generosity  can  bring  peace.  
  


